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Linnell et al. 2008: Guidelines for Population Level 

Management Plans for Large Carnivores

ÂThe need for population level management

ÂDivision of European wolf range into 

population management units



Linnell et al. 2008

Chapronet al. 2014

Nowak & Mysğajek2016 

Wolves of Polish Lowlands

divided into Baltic 

and Central European Population

Should be managed as different 

population units

CEP was extinct

Critically Endangeredatpresent

1950-1970s





We re-evaluated arguments for 

Baltic/Central European Populations Division

ÂBy comparingthe recovery stage on both 

sides of the Vistula river

ÂBy comparinghabitat characteristicsand by

evaluating dispersal corridors, dispersal 

distances and genetic evidence of a possible 

isolation 

ÂBy investigatingthe history of wolf 

occurrence in western Poland



Chronologyof wolf occurencein 

western Poland 1971-2010

ÂWolves were continuously present west of 

the Vistula river 



Light grey: forest 

Orange: wolves present 

Black: wolf breeding

ÂConfirmedbreedingexcept

1976-1980

ÂWolvesoccured

in 8 ï18 out of 19 forest

complexes(42%-95%)

Â All information is extracted from 

published resources



Rangeon bothsidesof Vistula 

2015

VRange56 600 km2

V46% in the lowlands 

west of Vistula 

V40% in lowlands 

east of Vistula

V16% in Carpathians


